
BETHLEHEM URBAN AREA: JOINT URBAN PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT

The ICUD Project has developed joint urban planning and development at a new scale in
Palestine, working across the scale of the Urban Area. This aims to assist Local Government Units
(LGUs) to jointly plan for sustainable urban growth. For the Bethlehem Urban Area this includes
developing joint working capacity across the LGUs of Bethlehem: Beit Jala, Beit Sahur, Ad Doha
Al Khader, and Artas.
Joint urban planning and development at the urban scale is important as urban areas are the
major drivers of Palestine’s national economy, and are the key locations of urbanization and
population growth.

Characteristic of the Bethlehem Urban Area

The joint urban planning and development work covering the six LGUs includes a population of
98,965 (PCBS:2017) and a land area of 55 square km, which covers the functional urban
agglomeration of the wider Bethlehem area. The competitive advantage for the Bethlehem
Urban Area is identified as:

An area distinguished in "Tourism, Crafting, Openness, Multi-Culture, and Therapeutic
Health."



Key urban Information

BETHLEHEM URBAN AREA
Governorate Area (sq Km) 636
LGU Boundary Area 55
Built up Area 2016(sq Km) 19
Built up area by Gov 3%
Built-up 2016 per LGU 35%
Built-up area growth rate (2007-2016) 3.5%
Population 2017 98,965
Average annual population growth rate (2007-2017) 2.05%
Urban population density [pop/km2] 5,209

Urban Concerns

Urban concerns identified for the Bethlehem Urban Area include (Ordered by Priority):

S

Shared Urban Area Database

The ICUD Project has developed a centralized GIS urban database that is accessible to all LGUs,
delivery partners, and the public to assist in coordinated planning and development activities. The
web application can be found at: http://bua.icud-molg.ps/#/map

http://bua.icud-molg.ps/


The GIS information available in the web application includes:

 Communities

 Roads

 Ground elevation (m)

 Urban Area Boundary

 Buildings

 Quarters

 Blocks

 Parcels

 Land use

 Geopolitical Classifications

 Agricultural Value

 Spatial Scheme for Urban Planning

 Spatial Scheme for Urban Agriculture

 Spatial Scheme for Industry (Low, Medium, High)

 Spatial Strategy Intervention and Projects

 Spatial Roads Intervention

 Spatial Strategy Development

 Existing Tourism Trails

 Archaeological Sites

 Cultural Natural heritage sites

 Economic Activities

 Proposed Tourism Intervention (10 years vision)

 Natural Hazards

 Land Cover

 Vulnerability of Groundwater Pollution

 Annual Average Rainfall



 Climate Type

 Seismic Zones

 Aerial Photo 2021

Key Projects Delivered by the ICUD

The ICUD Project has worked with LGUs, stakeholders, and partners to develop a number of strategic
plans and projects. These include:

 Urban Growth Scenarios Exercise - and the development of an Urban Performance Tool

 Strategic Environmental and Social Assessment of the Urban Area

 Joint Strategic Spatial and Investment Plan for the Urban Area

 Sustainable Tourism and Visitor Economy Development Plan for the Bethlehem Urban Area

 Beit Sahour photogrammetry

 Assessment of IT and GIS environment for the Urban Area

 Design and Development of Shared Urban Geo Database

 Training and capacity building.

 Installation of solar photovoltaic systems at the each LGUs Roof Top (55 KWH)

 Design for pilot projects for sustainable urban growth:

 Cardboard and Paper Sorting Facility Design and Tender Document.

 Design of awareness campaign for cardboard and paper sorting.


