
GAZA URBAN AREA: URBAN PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Characteristic of the Gaza Urban Area: Gaza City

Gaza urban Area: Gaza City is located on the eastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea, at the
northern part of the Gaza Strip. The total population in the city is forecast to grow from 622,148
people (2017) to 1,154,000 by 2050, with an additional 18% day-population from visitors. The total
surface area of the city is approximately 56km2 and the built-up extent covers the area of 32 sq. km.
The city consists of 19 neighborhoods that are diverse in character with varying densities, land use,
street layouts, and sense of place, and which have formed over different periods. Many of these
neighborhoods are characterized by different socio-economic profiles.

The Vision for Gaza City:
“Gaza City will be a vibrant and welcoming coastal city within a united and open Palestinian
territory. We will continue to celebrate what makes Gaza City such a unique place to live, work,
and visit, and the city will continue to be recognizable for its unique history and culture, diverse
and resilient communities, and unique local neighbourhoods.

Key urban Information

GAZA URBAN AREA



Governorate Area (sq Km) 73
LGU Boundary Area 56
Built up Area 2016 (sq Km) 32
Built up area by Gov 44%
Built-up area
growth rate
(2007-2016) 0.2 %

Population 2017 631,215

Average annual population growth rate (2007-2017)
2.84%

Urban population density [pop/km2]
19,757

Urban Concerns

Urban concerns identified for the Gaza Urban Area include (Ordered by Priority):

Key Projects Delivered by the ICUD



The ICUD Project has worked with LGUs, stakeholders, and partners to develop a number of strategic
plans and projects. These include:

 Urban Growth Scenarios Exercise and the development of an Urban Performance Tool

 Urban Data collection and updating and Spatial Sectoral Assessment.

 Strategic Environmental and Social Assessment of the Urban Area.

 Aerial photography for Gaza city (25% of the Total Area)

 Gaza City Development Plan

 Gaza City center Development plan

 Training and capacity building

 Installation of solar photovoltaic systems at one Roof Top (20 KWH)

 Design and implementation of pilot projects for sustainable urban growth: Rehabilitation of Gaza
Central Park.

Urban Area Database

The ICUD Project support the Municipality Team to update and enrich the GIS urban database for
Gaza City to enhance the planning and development activities.

The GIS information available the municipality GIS data base includes:

 Ground elevation (m)

 Buildings: area, Heights, use, Type

 Blocks, Parcels

 Land uses

 Archaeological Sites

 Economic Activities

 Natural Hazards

 Land Cover

 Vulnerability of Groundwater

 Aerial Photos

 Historical built-up area

 Agricultural land and types

 Population and densities



 Unemployment rates

 Water network, wells, reservoirs.

 Sewage networks, pumping stations

 WWTPs

 Rain water drainage networks, harvesting Catchments

 Flooded areas

 Electric networks, poles

 Telecommunication networks

 Solid waste containers

 Temporary solid waste collections, transferring, dump sites

 Solid wastes Trucks parking and paths

 Road Network: Classification and info

 Major Intersection, Traffic jam

 Black Spots

 Parking Lots > 20 car

 Traffic sign’s locations

 Amenities

 Education amenities info

 Health centres info

 Port

 Water Front

 Pollution: Water, Air, Soil, Noise


